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Book Reviews

Media and Ethnic Identity: Hopi Views on Media, Identity, and Communication. By Ritva Levo-Henriksson. Indigenous Peoples and Politics series.
(New York and London: Routledge, 2007. xvii + 243 pp. Notes, bibliography,
index. $95.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-415-957°3-8.)
At noon on 20 December 2000, the Hopi radio station went on the air,
launching a new enterprise for one of the oldest cultures in North America.
Employing the call letters KUYI-FM-kuyi is the Hopi word for waterthe newborn radio station beamed its message to the Hopi residents of First,
Second, and Third mesas. Previously, the Hopi people had no media source
for their own community beyond the newspaper Hopi Tutuveni. Directly
after the initial station announcement- "You're listening to KUYI" -listeners heard the voice of a Hopi crier from Hotevilla, Arizona, shouting the
news in Hopi. This was followed by the religious leader of First Mesa, who
observed, "We can give news to elderly Hopi that can't speak English. Some
young don't speak Hopi, so now they can hear Hopi and not be ashamed"

(p. 16 3)'
In her fine study, Media and Ethnic Identity, Ritva Levo-Henriksson, a
Finnish scholar who teaches communications at the University of Helsinki,
focuses on KUYI-FM as a means to a larger goal: interpreting "how Hopi
Indians see the media, and how they construct their identity in a mediated
world" (p. 1). Levo-Henriksson combines her academic background with her
extensive interviews conducted in a number of Hopi villages as well as among
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Hopi High School students between 1996 and 2002 to craft a remarkable story.
To her credit, she relies on satta voce in order to highlight the strong voices of
her intereviewees, who comment variously on the mainstream media, the
Hopi radio station itself, and the impact of these institutions on Hopi identity.
Since the appearance of KUYI-FM followed decades of television viewing by many Hopi people, Levo-Henriksson employs quotes from her informers to draw sharp contrasts between the familiar stereotypes of Native
people drawn on mainstream media and Hopi responses to these often damaging portrayals. At the same time, she reveals the daily impact of television
and the internet on Hopi lives. She compares the "placeless culture" of the
internet with the place-centered culture of Hopis; she contrasts television's
linear sense of time with the Hopis' "round-thinking," sometimes known as
circular time; she notes television's excessive reliance on the English language and mainstream values; and she considers the power of television to
foster low self-esteem among Native people (p. 43)'
Media and Ethnic Identity reminds us that the relationship between the
electronic media and the people of enduring cultures, like Hopis, merits further study. The issues that Levo-Henriksson addresses remain a major concern to Native people because electronic media have already changed their
lives. Whether they reside in northern Canada as Inuit or live in the American Southwest as Hopi, Navajo, Apache, or O'odham people, all of them
have witnessed the power of the media to diminish understanding and use of
their indigenous languages, especially among young people. Although they
have dealt with intrusion by outsiders for more than five hundred years, the
pace of that intrusion has quickened precipitously with the expansion of electronic media. As Levo-Henriksson reminds us, since the first Navajo radio
stations began to operate in the early 1970s, Native people have relied on
radio as their internal and external link to the news. At the same time, the
entertainment offerings of television and the internet have served as a magnet. Hence, Native Americans face an intriguing dilemma today when they
determine, individually and as communities, how to employ electronic media to enhance their unique identity and communal values. By confronting
these concerns among Hopis, Levo-Henriksson has offered a provocative clialogue addressing one of the most significant challenges in contemporary Indian Country.
Margaret Connell-Szasz
University of New Mexico
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Tortilla Chronicles: Growing Up in Santa Fe. By Marie Romero Cash. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2007. xviii + 181 pp. 42 halftones,
map. $24.95 cloth,

ISBN

978-0-8263-3912-6.)

In this engaging memoir, noted santera Marie Romero Cash describes
her childhood in Santa Fe from the late 1940S to the early 1960s. Born in
1942 to Emilio Romero and Senaida Ortega Romero, Marie was sixth in a
family of seven children that lived in an area south of the Santa Fe plaza
known as "La Loma." Many relatives resided nearby, and Cash describes
the neighborhood in affectionate detail. She includes a map naming each
family residence and identifying now-vanished landmarks of grocery stores,
horse corrals, and outhouses. Readers who consult the map will find it easier
to follow her recollections, but the map may prove frustrating to those who
are unfamiliar with Santa Fe, since it does not include a central point of
reference such as the cathedral or the plaza. Even so these sites were peripheral to Cash's childhood environs, a small enclave of its own.
Cash narrates her memories in a straightforward and unsentimental style
and touches only lightly on Santa Fe as an art center, tourist haven, or political capital. Instead, her stories concern family, church, school, and play.
To better understand her nuclear family, Cash delved into the stories of her
parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, whose ~ardships farming in
drought conditions or surviving the influenza epidemic of 1918 brought some
perspective to her own experiences in a poor family. She expresses love and
gratitude to her parents and grandparents, but also mentions troubling aspects of family life, including physical punishment, her father's alcoholism,
and her brother's brushes with the law. Tales of encounters with child molesters, as well as the amusing but dangerous children's games she describes,
counterbalance her nostalgic recollections of a simpler Santa Fe with
Woolworth's on the plaza. She also records her experiences· with ethnic
prejudice and snobbery. For most of her education, Cash attended public
schools, where she found that Anglos scorned and disparaged her because
of her ethnic background and her economic status, clearly evident in her
homemade clothes and the tortillas she brought for lunch. She admitted to
being envious of wealthy families who differed from hers, thinking, ''I'll bet
they never eat tortillas." Still, she found comfort in her mother's kitchen,
where "tortillas were made .lovingly" eyery day (p. 5°).In addition to family, religion remained a powerful influence on the
Hispanic community in the 195os, yet Cash candidly reflects on her lack of
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understanding of the Catholic faith when she was a child. Only in later
years, she notes, did she embrace fully the Church and its teachings. On
the other hand, like most children in America in the 195os, Cash turned to
radio, television, and the movies for endless hours of diversion and glimpses
of life styles and cultural expectations that differed significantly from those
of her family. By her late teens, Cash resented the patriarchal control of her
father, unfairly applied to the girls in the family while the boys were allowed much greater leeway, and left Santa Fe for a time. Most of her recollections end with her departure, although she pays tribute to the dedication
and talent of her parents, who began working in tin and became renowned
for decorative items in the Hispanic tradition.
Tortilla Chronicles provides little insight into the origin of Cash's artistic
career, and none of her stories suggests that she had developed an early
interest in or talent for creating santos, the images of the saints. Her religious participation was perfunctory rather than profound, and she had no
artists as role models. After an absence of more than a decade, Cash returned to her childhood home and reconnected with her Hispanic heritage
and its traditions. Today, she is one of New Mexico's best-known artists of
religious folk art as well as the author of Living Shrines: Devotional Spaces
in Northern New Mexico Homes (1998) and Santos: Enduring Images of
Northern New Mexican Village Churches (1999). Even readers who are not
familiar with her earlier books or her religious artwork will enjoy her honest
and intimate remembrances of her life in Santa Fe.
Cheryl J. Foote
Central New Mexico Community College

Myth of the Hanging Tree: Stories of Crime and Punishment in Territorial
New Mexico. By Robert]. Torrez. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico

Press, 2008. x + 186 pp. 24 halftones, line illustrations, map, appendixes, notes,
index. $19.95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-8263-4379-6.)

In this collection of essays, Robert]. Torrez charts major themes in crime
and punishment in New Mexico from the U.S. occupation in 1846 through
statehood in 1912. Torrez's analysis of New Mexico's legal history extends
well beyond the territorial period, however, considering criminal justice
under Spanish and Mexican rule, as well as examining the lynchings and
legal executions that occurred in the years after statehood. Perhaps the book's
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most valuable contribution occurs in its first chapter about lynchings.
T6rrez's exhaustive research has identified 125 lynchings that occurred in
New Mexico between 1852 and 1928, 70 percent of which occurred between
1876 and 1885. Forty-two percent oflynching victims had Hispano/Spanish
surnames, while 53 percent of the victims had Anglo/American surnames
(pp. 6,7)' T6rrez notes that anti-Hispano racism was a strong factor in individual lynching cases, but argues that "lynchings in New Mexico tended
not to be racially motivated" (p. 8).
The book's second chapter analyzes fifty-one documented legal hangings in New Mexico. T6rrez suggests that American law, beginning with the
Kearny Code in 1846, brought a much stronger emphasis on the use of
capital punishment than had existed under Spanish and Mexican law. American territorial law offered judges no alternative to sentencing a defendant to
death after a first-degree murder conviction, thus judges often petitioned
governors to pardon or commute the sentences of those found guilty. Moreover, until the centralization of executions at the state penitentiary in Santa
Fe in 1929, executions were administered by hanging, often crudely, by sheriffs in the county seats. T6rrez documents important cultural differences in
New Mexico over the propriety of legal execution. For example "Mexican"
jurors were more reluctant to favor a conviction that would mean a death
sentence. The book's remaining short chapters offer valuable insight into
particular capital cases, including the oral traditions surrounding the hanging of the only woman to be executed in New Mexico, Paula Angel, in 1861;
the florid oratory of judicial sentences; the racially charged conflict among
sheepmen and cowboys in Gallegos Canyon in the mid-1880s; and the
tangled history of the territorial penitentiary in Santa Fe.
T6rrez's book has much to offer those interested in the history of New
Mexico, criminal justice, and collective violence in the American West.
While an intricate study of the dynamics of race, class, crime, and punishment lies beyond the scope of the book, T6rrez has uncovered evidence
that will be of great interest to future historians of these topics. Appendixes
comprehensively listing lynchings and legal executions in territorial New
Mexico will be of particular aid to scholars. While the book's organization
may strike some as somewhat ad hoc, it is highly readable and it incorporates a cornucopia of information regarding many dimensions of the legal
culture of nineteenth- and early twentieth-century New Mexico.
Michael 1. Pfeifer
The City University of New York
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Inventing the Fiesta City: Heritage and Carnival in San Antonio. By Laura
Hermindez-Ehrisman. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2008.
x + 238 pp. 15 halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 9780-8263-43 10-9.)
Henry Cisneros, the first Hispanic mayor of twentieth-century San Antonio, Texas, knew how to upstage ceremonial events. Invited in 1981 to ride
as mayor-elect in an open-air automobile in the Battle of Flowers parade,
which privileged Anglo women sponsor during Fiesta, the former city council
representative from the Westside barrio agreed, with one stipulation: he
would ride with his wife and family. When organizers cited rules prohibiting children from accompanying VIPs, Cisneros broke an eighty-year mayoral tradition and declined, instead driving his 1972 Volkswagen Beetle in
the Fiesta Flambeau parade -a man of the people cruising in a car named
for the people.
Laura Hernandez-Ehrisman would have gone to town with this telling
marker of cultural inversion and political inclusion, like those stories she
traces in her superb book. A vivid narrator and close observer of the passing
scene-attributes critical to a project about movement, at once physical,
economic, and social-she has written a compelling analysis of a whitedominated community in the throes of massive social change.
How did San Antonio's heritage elite, which annually enacted its status
through the Fiesta's ten days of processions, find itself in the 1970S confronted with a newly empowered Mexican American electorate that in time
put a brown-skinned mayor into office and then gleefully cheered as he
upended its carefully calibrated celebrations? You will find the answers,
often unexpected, in Inventing the Fiesta City. What makes this book a
much more nuanced and much more important work is the way it complicates a longstanding and polarizing local narrative of insurgency and resistance. In its pages, by contrast, confrontation goes hand-in-hand with
cooptation, exclusion with inclusion, blunt challenge with good cheer.
These tensions emerge in provocative chapters probing the Battle ofFlowers parade, the Order of the Alamo ceremonies, and the San Antonio Conservation Society's sponsorship of Night in Old San Antonio (NIOSA), and
in chapters examining the Fiesta San Jacinto Association, Rey Feo, and La
Semana de Carnaval. Each is set in its historical context and spatial dimension; each assesses how its members and celebrants experience, consume,
and read their actions, often in dialog with one another.
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Hernandez-Ehrisman always takes her cue from anthropological scholarship on spectacle: for those marching in formation, like their sideline
observers, a parade is "a framed event," in which "actors create and challenge boundaries" and the communities' "contradictions become clear."
This pedestrian process makes manifest "the social forces of the city" (p. 2).
In organizing the original Battle of Flowers parades, women defined "a distinct public space for themselves" that challenged national norms of domesticity; their debutante daughters, however, experienced Fiesta in a more
private, cloaked fashion (p. 37)' Rey Feo, the Ugly King who raised funds
for charity and countered uptown Fiesta "royalty," frequently was Anglo as
well. As post-1970S Fiestas became more multivocal and inclusive, one group
remained beyond the pale: rowdy youth drawn to the low-cost, thrill-ride
carnival. Hernandez-Ehrisman's subtle text reveals that even these outsiders might become insiders, players who strut, fret, and party on San Antonio's
dynamic public stage.

Char Miller
Pomona College

Dave Rust: A Life in the Canyons. By Frederick H. Swanson, foreword by
Michael F. Anderson. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2007. xxii
+ 354 pp. 26 halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN
978-0-87480-915-2, $19.95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-87480-944-2.)

Few men knew the Colorado Plateau better than David D. Rust. Born to
Mormon parents in 1874 (his father George was a polygamist), Rust grew up
in Caineville, Utah, in the Dirty Devil-Fremont River country. Early on he
prospected in Glen Canyon. Later he lived at the bottom of the Grand
Canyon constructing the first tram across the Colorado River. Well educated at both Brigham Young University and Stanford University, Rust divided most of his life between teaching and guiding. He eventually became
superintendent of Kane County schools, served a term in the Utah legislature, and was mayor of Kanab. But his greatest loves outside his large family
were the canyons and plateaus of the Colorado River country.
Rust met and knew many prominent people during his eighty-eight years:
John Dewey, Theodore Roosevelt, Zane Grey, Utah governor George Oem,
trapper and Colorado River navigator Nathaniel Galloway, white-water
rafting pioneer Bert Loper, and Grand Canyon and Colorado River
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photographer Emery Kolb. Rust himself never achieved any kind of famenor did he seek it - but his on-the-ground knowledge of the Colorado Plateau and his accomplishments as a guide there certainly warrant more
attention. Fortunately, in this well-written and extremely well-researched
biography, Salt Lake City writer Frederick H. Swanson has rectified that
situation.
Rust's career as a river guide was partially inspired by his father-in-law,
Dee Woolley, a Kanab, Utah, businessman and civic leader who foresaw
the tourist possibilities of the canyon country. He never got rich doing it,
but from the early twentieth century until World War II, he had a steady
stream of customers, mostly wealthy easterners who sought out the strenuous life in the wilds that Teddy Roosevelt had championed.
Rust's horse-pack trips covered various parts of the canyon country between the North Rim of the Grand Canyon and Glen Canyon. He proceeded at a leisurely pace, making sure he educated his clients as they went.
He was particularly well schooled in geology. Although see-it-quick tourism
was fast becoming the norm by the 1920S, Rust remained committed to a
slower-paced kind of guiding that emphasized learning the land from the
ground up and wilderness appreciation.
In the 1920S, Rust also began taking clients down the Colorado River
through Glen Canyon, almost a decade before the first commercial outfitters like Norman Nevills and Bus Hatch. Rust never got credit for his pioneering efforts because he did not run big trips; he did not publicize them
in newspapers; he did not run in dangerous, big-water places like Grand
Canyon; and he never had any mishaps.
Swanson focuses on Rust's outdoor life, although he gives enough personal information so that we can see the man at home too-the father,
husband, educator, and civic leader. Swanson also puts Rust's work in context, placing him in the burgeoning tourist industry in the first half of the
twentieth century. With Swanson's engaging style, this book will appeal to
readers interested in canyon country guiding and river running and in the
history of the Colorado Plateau in general.
James M. Aton
Southern Utah University
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Chicano San Diego: Cultural Space and the Struggle for Justice. Edited by
Richard Griswold del Castillo. (Tucson: University ofArizona Press, 2007. ix
+ 300 pp. 23 halftones, maps, table, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 paper,
ISBN 978-0-8165-2568-3.)
This book is an anthology that reviews the social history of Latinos in
San Diego, California. It covers the Spanish conquest to the present. Its
primary audience is composed of Mexicans and Mexican Americans who
live in this region. Its secondary audience is the non-Latinos of the region.
Chapters 1 through 3 are by historian Richard Griswold del Castillo.
Chapter 1presents the Kumeyaay, the first people to live in San Diego. The
Spaniards enslaved and pacified the Kumeyaay with the mission system,
but the Kumeyaay resisted. The Spanish turned San Diego into an imperial
outpost. Ironically, today it remains an imperial outpost, but for the United
States. In chapter 2, the author provocatively refers to the Spaniards as "settlers" and "survivors"; the indigenous Natives who fought them are "raiders." He then reviews the American takeover of San Diego, and highlights
Mexican resistance. In chapter 3, the author reviews the Mexican Revolution and Mexican immigration to San Diego in the early twentieth century.
The hard times experienced by Mexican Americans in San Diego-school
segregation, labor struggles during the 1920S and 1930S, and the Great Depression -are covered. Griswold del Castillo's analysis of Latino labor organizing is unfortunately divorced from the larger labor movement that was
happening at the time. His explanation of World War II and his depiction of
Communism are sadly conventional.
In chapter 4, Griswold del Castillo teams with doctoral student JoseRodolfo Jacobo to review the Latino experience during World War II in San
Diego, including the Bracero program. In chapter 5, anthropologist Maria
de la Luz Ibarra offers a personal history of growing up in an agricultural
labor camp in San Diego during the 1960s and 1970S. Political scientist
Isidro Ortiz, in chapter 6, reviews organized resistance by Latinos in San
Diego from the 1960s to the 199os. Ortiz briefly mentions the farm worker
struggle, and then emphasizes efforts by urban Latinos around education
rights, police brutality, and immigrant rights. Chicano studies professor Rita
Sanchez shares her reflections in chapter 7 on the contributions made by
Chicanas to the San Diego art scene since the 1970s. In chapter 8, French
political scientist Emmanuelle Le Texier summarizes recent fieldwork in
San Diego barrios, exploring identity formation among women activists
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around battles against gentrification. The reader may find this chapter overly
theoretical and arcane. In chapter 9, Roberto Martinez, a long-time activist
for Latino rights, presents his testimonio, or life story, to illustrate the recent
historical record involving human and civil rights issues confronting Latinos
in San Diego. The plight of the undocumented is highlighted. In chapter
10, the authors take turns sharing their reflections on Latino San Diego.
This book makes several contributions. It adds to the field of Borderland
studies in general and the study of the San Diego region in particular. It is
timely, considering the hysteria over immigration of recent years and the
need for greater understanding of Latinos. This book is terribly flawed, however. It has an abundance of unsubstantiated claims that are presented as
facts, and contains a striking lack of supportive data and secondary sources.
Thus, the credibility of the work is in doubt, and it is a wonder why it was
published by an academic press.
Richard E. Martinez
University of Minnesota

Life ofa Soldier on the Western Frontier. By Jeremy Agnew. (Missoula, Mont.:
Mountain Press Publishing Company, 2008. xiii + 266 pp. 67 halftones, maps,
appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $16.00 paper, ISBN 978-0-87842-541-9.)
Much has been written about the saga of the frontier soldier, and the topic
retains a level of fascination for the reading public and among today's travelers who visit western historical sites. Jeremy Agnew targets this audience and
attempts to provide a vivid account of army life during the peak years of the
western Indian wars between 1846 and 1890. Agnew establishes at the outset
that the book is a general account based exclusively on public sources and
that it offers no new interpretations about the subject. The book is derivative,
but it is well organized and well written, and achieves its goal of providing a
popular survey of an important phase of American history.
The strength of the study is found in parts 1 and 2, where the author
describes the organization and personnel of the army, the eclectic nature of
frontier forts and their military and civilian inhabitants, post duties, drills
and service, off-duty diversions, and hardships encountered during field
campaigns. These two lengthy sections offer a conventional social history
that separates the officers' world from that of the enlisted men. Discussion
of primitive living conditions at far-flung posts strongly suggests why many
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enlisted men served only one or two terms before departing from the military regimen. Readers also gain an understanding of how congressional shortsightedness and bureaucratic red tape added to privations for officers and
enlisted men alike. Rigid discipline, harsh punishments, and endless labor
details filled the daily existence of soldiers who found little of the heroics
they might have expected when they first joined the army. Yet, despite the
boundless list of complaints and high level of boredom, soldiers often embraced the patriotic sense of belonging to a "regimental family," and they
took great pride in being part of an honored national institution.
Two other sections of the book are a bit more problematic than are the
chapters that deal with social history. The section on the Indian wars seems
so generalized that only the novice reader can profit from the discussion.
Furthermore, the text is certainly weighted to the military vantage point
and thus Native Americans appear as one-dimensional characters whose
actions and motivations are never thoroughly explained. Words such as
"battles" and "massacres" are applied to individual engagements with a lack
of precision. The unique service of the four black regiments also requires
more than two pages of text, and the issue of racism within the army and
surrounding communities certainly warrants more attention. Finally, the
two appendixes add little to the context of the book. One merely profiles
twelve "Notable Indian Fights" in roughly a page each. The second appendix, "Selected Western Forts," describes a dozen posts in the briefest fashion. Why these dozen were selected for inclusion and so many others were
omitted is not explained. The fur trading post known as Bent's Fort especially appears outside the parameters of definition.
Whatever limitations this book may convey, it admirably succeeds in
attaining its stated goals. For the general reader who seeks a brief introduction to the topic, this study suffices. For those who wish to push further,
classic studies by Robert Utley, Don Rickey ]r., and Edward Coffman remain readily available.
Michael L. Tate
University

of Nebraska at Omaha
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Remington Anny and Navy Revolvers, 1861-1888. By Donald L. Ware. (Albu-

querque: University of New Mexico Press, 2007. xlv + 434 pp. 198 halftones,
charts, appendixes, notes, index. $65.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-4280-5.)
Two common popular firearms of American history, the Colt and the
Winchester, are often the recipients of the majority of the attention given to
American firearms. The light of attention from both the public and the
collecting fraternity has shown on the products of these two companies more
than on the guns of other, equally deserving, producers of firearms. Although
there are a number of causes for this trend, the last two decades have seen
an increase in the number of books from those companies that have been
previously given short shrift. One new book that does much to improve the
situation is Remington Anny and Navy Revolvers by Remington collector
and scholar Donald L. Ware.
The title of the book may be seen as misleading, but with positive results.
Although appearing to be a history of only a portion of Remington's production, the contents include a brief history of the Remington company, coverage of Remington's wartime production of rifles and carbines, and numerous
examples of contracts and correspondence related to the many guns made
in Ilion, New York. The contracts and correspondence are invaluable to
anyone wishing to learn more about military procurement and the firearms
industry of the Civil War era.
Ware's exploration into the firearms industry makes Remington Anny and
Navy Revolvers truly stand out for the general historian. Although there is
much coverage ofthe trials and tribulations encountered by Remington
during the period of the American Civil War, Ware goes into great detail
regarding the machinations of federal employees, military officers, and
Remington's competitors. Changes made to Colt's Dragoon revolver and
Starr's double-action revolver as the result of Ordnance Department requests
show the desire of manufacturers to please their primary consumer of this
period, the U.S. government.
As expected in a book of this sort, Ware has detailed information regarding the identification of these guns and their variations. The analysis he has
given to the subject is apparent in the detail that is normally appreciated by
only the most serious collectors. This type of information is even more valuable in that many new collectors are forced to learn these lessons by way of
the very expensive tuition spent on bad guns. That Ware and others are
willing to disseminate this hard-earned knowledge says much about their
collective character.

SPRING

2009

BOOK REVIEWS

-+

303

At 434 pages, including appendixes, notes, and index, the book is comparable in size to many similar works. However, while many books of this type
are poorly organized-or organized in a manner understood only by those
readers with an in-depth subject knowledge-Remington Anny and Navy
Revolvers is well laid out and clear in its intent and presentation, direct
results of Ware's dedicated research into and encyclopedic knowledge of
the subject. With help from his supporting cast of researchers, a Who's Who
of the Remington collecting community (including the late "Slim" Kohler),
this book will very likely become the bible of this subject.
David Kennedy
Cody Fireanns Museum

A Gallant Little Anny: The Mexico City Campaign. By Timothy D. Johnson.
Modern War Studies series. (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2007. x +
365 pp. 14 halftones, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95
cloth,

ISBN

978-0-7°06-1541-4-)

About ten years ago I had the opportunity to critique Timothy D. Johnson's
fine biography Winfield Scott: The Quest for Military Glory (1998). The
work under review builds on that volume and offers an insightful assessment of Scott's ambitious yet little-known campaign in 1847 to ·capture
Mexico City, an undertaking that Johnson rightfully characterizes as "one
of the most brilliant operations in American history" (p. 2).
Most noteworthy about Johnson's new book is his appraisal of Scott's
mindset and leadership abilities. He explains why Scott decided to bombard Veracruz and cut off his supply line to that port city when he marched
inland. Johnson illustrates how Scott's reliance on flanking movements
helped him avoid bloody engagements and minimize casualties. He also
documents the ways in which Scott's pacification plan gained his army significant goodwill among Mexicans and helped prevent a protracted insurgency. The author shows as well how Scott neutralized subordinates like
Gen. Gideon 1- Pillow, a close acquaintance of Pres. James K. Polk who
also had an inflated sense of his prowess as a battlefield commander, so that
such individuals could not hamper ~ilitary operations.
Despite Johnson's admiration for Scott's strategy, tactics, and management
skills, the author steers clear of hagiography and casts a critical eye on the
U.S. commander when the occasion warrants it. He points out, for example,
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the errors inherent in Scott's decision to grant Mexican general Antonio Lopez
de Santa Anna an armistice after the twin U.S. Army's victories at Padierna
and Churubusco on 20 August 1847, or Scott's subsequent resolve to engage
Mexican forces at the Molino del Rey on 8 September, a battle that exacted
heavy and unnecessary casualties among his troops.
In addition, given that Scott's 19o-day campaign included, at most, 10
days of fighting, Johnson sheds light on the everyday life of the soldiers and
officers who marched to Mexico City. He discusses the grueling work these
men took on, such as building artillery emplacements for the siege of
Veracruz, their interactions with Mexican civilians, and their sometimes
humorous and romantic escapades. Johnson also tells of the troops' apprehensions on the eve of combat, their battlefield exploits, and their heroic
and sometimes painful deaths.
The few quibbles I have with Johnson's work stem from my perspective
as a Mexicanist. He could have bolstered the analysis of the mid-September
riot that greeted Scott's entry into Mexico City with Luis Fernando
Granados's Suefian las piedras: Alzamiento ocurrido en la ciudad de Mexico,
14,15 Y 16 de septiembre de 1847 (2003)' He also should have highlighted the
bravery of the Mexican national guardsmen who stood their ground at
Churubusco rather than focusing on the efforts of the Irish deserters who
made up the Saint Patrick's Battalion. Given that Johnson never intended
to "provide the Mexican side of the conflict," such oversights hardly detract
from the book's merits (p. 7)'
Johnson has written a compelling, well-documented, and nuanced account of Scott's campaign of 1847. His monograph is a major contribution
to the historiography of the U.S.-Mexico War.
Pedro Santoni
California State University, San Bernardino

Brujerfas: Stories ofWitchcraft and the Supernatural in the American Southwest
and Beyond. Collected and translated by Nasario Garda. Grover E. Murray
Studies in the American Southwest. (Lubbock: Texas Tech University Press,
2007. xxiv + 373 pp. 60 halftones, glossary, selected readings, index. $34-95
cloth, ISBN 978-0-89672-607-9.)
In gathering stories and testimonies in an anthology by a range of individuals living in theAmerican Southwest, Nasario Garda has bestowed upon
us a diversity of perspectives on the subject of witchcraft, or brujer[a, from
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Hispanic communities originating from the United States, Mexico, Latin
America, and Spain. Through the methodology of employing oral tradition, this collection provides a firsthand glance at personal experiences and
impressions of what some deem "the supernatural," but others view as local
folklore of their cultural heritage. By incorporating both Spanish and English translations of the original stories, Garda is attuned to the accessibility
of this materia prima (raw material) to a wider community of readers that
transcend the national parameters ofthe U.S. border. Furthermore, Garda
has maintained the original local dialect in the Spanish versions to capture
the authenticity of the narrator.
Brujerias, divided into six chapters, is a good introduction to the customs
and traditions of the Spanish-speaking world regarding the legendary and
mythic figure of the bruja, often encompassing slippages in definition from
folk healer to supernatural witch. Within each chapter, Garda introduces a
main topic related to brujerfa in English, followed immediately with a Spanish translation. This work also includes sixty-four narrators who range in
age from seventeen to ninety-eight, thereby providing a sense of history of
how storytelling has affected people over generations within their local cultures. It makes sense to organize this collection thematically rather than
chronologically or geographically because the reader or listener can engage
in the performance of the story told or acted for him and, thus, feel the
effects of its immediacy. In addition Garda includes photographs of people
and places associated with the stories to transport the reader to another
moment as if he or she were part of the story.
Garda covers a wide spectrum of concerns with respect to brujerfa that
attest to the multiple interpretations of this cultural phenomenon. He also
carefully explains points of comparison with stories ofsorcery, cultures, and
traditions outside Hispanic culture, such as that of Western Europe during
medieval times. As to the legend of la Llorona, some narrators react with
fear and confusion to stories of witchcraft while others pay attention to the
comic effects of the supernatural.
Brujerias can be taught as a primary text or as a companion piece in any
Hispanic folklore, Chicano/a literature, or cultural studies course. Interestingly, it includes stories by pioneer Chicano authors like Rolando Hinojosa.
This collection exemplifies that the cultural transformation of the American Southwest is a microcosm of local and global migrations happening in
the United States and worldwide. In a moment in time when technology is
modernizing our method of receiving information and knowledge of the
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past, it is imperative to continue to support scholars like Nasario Garda
who still believe in the power of oral tradition.
Juanita Heredia
Northern Arizona University

Women and Migration in the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands: A Reader. Edited by
Denise A. Segura and Patricia Zavella. Latin America Otherwise: Languages,
Empires, Nations series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2007. xii +
595 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, graphs, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95
paper, ISBN 978-0-8223-4118-5.)
Denise A. Segura and Patricia Zavella have compiled twenty-three essays that range from "Latina Transnational Motherhood" and "Gender in
the Ranchera Songs" to "Looking like a Lesbian" and "Murder, Women
and Maquiladoras." This anthology demonstrates the economic shifts taking place as the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) unfolds
and how it affects women and families in both nations and the space in
between. The editors culled academic work from social scientists and cultural studies scholars from both sides of the border that provide new and
interesting concepts, methodologies, foci, geographic spaces, and conclusions. Every chapter provides a contribution to a body of academic literature. Concepts such as social citizenship or transnational motherhood and
various methodologies such as life-course analysis or oral histories provide
new insights into the lives of women in both countries. A major strength of
the text is the emphasis on different geographical spaces such as that occupied by Tarascans in southern Illinois; Mexicans in New Rochelle, New
York; or Mixtecs in Tijuana. Collectively, these essays are an important contribution to the study of the social transformations that affect women in the
United States and Mexico.
The work is divided into five parts: "Borderlands as Sites of Struggle,"
"The Topography of Violence," "Flexible Accumulation and Resistance,"
"Family Formations and Transnational Social Networks," and "Transculturation and Identity in Daily Life." This book goes beyond the U.S.Mexico Borderlands deep into the interior of the two countries and provides
prime examples of the transboundary movement of people. A chapter by
Faranak Miraftab shows how low-income women in Zapotlanejo, Jalisco,
have integrated formal production into their homes. The integration of paid

SPRING

2009

BOOK REVIEWS ~

307

work in the domestic space is a strategy for economic opportunity. Victoria
Malkin's chapter on Mexican migrant women in New Rochelle, New York,
demonstrates how individual experiences of change contribute to a new
self-definition for the women or to a redefinition of gender relations as seen
from the migrants' world view.
Throughout the text, women are given voice, legitimately, genuinely,
and with a great deal of sensitivity. Household decision-making processes,
the impact of globalization on the labor force, the decision to migrate, and
the experiences with violence and sexual assault and rape are all addressed
with sympathy and compassion. Sylvanna M. Falcon's analysis of rape cases
involving Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) officials or border
patrol agents and the brave women who took some form of action against
the INS is especially riveting.
The contributors employed a variety of qualitative research methods
(save one essay on Latina reproduction and fertility), including interviews,
participant observation, field work, ethnographies and focus groups, and
life histories. The ability of the researchers in this book to enter into the
lives of women and establish bonds that allow a meaningful interaction
between the researchers and the subjects makes it a unique contribution
to feminist research methodologies. Readers gain an understanding of the
push and pull factors of migration between the two nations, the impact of
NAFTA, and globalization through a gendered lens and its impact on the
lives of people.
lrasema Coronado
El Paso, texas

Sanctuaries ofEarth, Stone, and Light: The Churches ofNorthem New Spain,
1530-1821. By Gloria Fraser Giffords. The Southwest Center Series. (Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 2007. xii + 461 pp. 200 halftones, 300 line drawings, notes, bibliography, index. h5.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8165-2589-8.)
This book provides an insightful and well-documented study of the mission churches that were built in what was then considered northern New
Spain during Spanish colonial rule. Gloria Fraser Giffords examines the Spanish colonial churches as part of a religious and social network of cultural
influences and exchanges extending to five continents and not as isolated,
local examples of mission architecture. This noteworthy book constitutes an
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illustrative and didactic guide appropriate for students, scholars, and general
readers.
Organized thematically in twelve chapters, the book begins with a geographical, social, political, and economic description of the area called northern New Spain. The first chapter continues with the account of the role,
goals, and conflicts of the Franciscan, Jesuit, and Dominican orders in their
effort to establish religious missions in the region. The variety of imported
styles present in the mission churches, often hybridized with indigenous
artistic traditions, is the focus of chapter 2. Chapter 3 describes the different
types of church plans, interior architectural elements, and church complexes as expressions of the Spanish philosophy of colonization. Chapter 4
points out the importance of guilds as a system of artisan production imported from Spain and Portugal. This chapter also embarks on an exploration of the types of materials used in the construction and decoration of
mission churches, emphasizing Moorish and Spanish influences in the adoption of roofing tiles, decorative colorful tiles, and intricate woodwork in
roofs, windows, and doors.
Chapter 5 reviews far;ade treatments and architectural details, ranging
from the simple and sparsely adorned styles present in mission churches
to the highly elaborate examples centered on mining or trading centers.
Chapter 6 describes the variety and richness of the different types of columns and pilasters used as decorative elements in frontispieces, bell towers, far;ades, and retablos (alter pieces). It also describes the importance of
decoration in arches, vaults, and half domes. Three of the chapters concentrate on ecclesiastical furnishings based on inventories made between
1665 and 1820: church furnishings (chapter 7), liturgical linens and objects (chapter 8), and religious images and retablos (chapter 10). Chapter
9 provides information on religious hierarchy and orders as well as ecclesiastical vestments. Chapter

11

provides an alphabetical list of religious

symbols and attributes together with their origin and their history. Employing a similar alphabetical ordering in chapter 12, Fraser Giffords catalogues sacred figures (God, the archangels, Jesus, Mary, and the individual
saints) in their iconographic contexts.
Fraser Giffords approaches her subject with passion, clarity, and precision. In her twelve well-articulated and well-structured chapters, she demonstrates her profound knowledge of the subject. The quasi-encyclopedic
nature of the study together with the well-selected, beautiful, and informative illustrations that accompany the text assure the book a prominent place
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in the relevant scholarship on the U.S. West, the Borderlands, the Southwest, and Latin America.
Maria A. Castro
Claremont McKenna College

Memory and Vision: Arts, Cultures, and Lives of Plains Indian People. Edited by Emma I. Hansen. (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2008.
320 pp. 250 duotones, 50 halftones, bibliography, index. $75.00 cloth, ISBN

978-0-295-98579-4, $45.00 paper, ISBN 978-0-295-98580-0.)
The variety, depth, and quality of nineteenth-century ethnographic materials housed at the Plains Indian Museum at the Buffalo Bill Historical
Center are boldly documented in Emma I. Hansen's book, which gives the
reader an unparalleled opportunity to study many of the specimens held at
this museum in Cody, Wyoming. Memory and Vision represents the culmination of years of scholarly research invested in an award-winning reinterpretation of the permanent exhibits at the center in 2000.
In the span of six chapters, the reader is given a skillfully crafted overview of a diverse array of interrelated topics pertaining to indigenous peoples
of the Great Plains. In chapter 1, Hansen (Pawnee) connects Native Americans to their traditional lands, documenting through effective use of quotations just how meaningful the land, and everything associated with it, was
for Indian peoples of the past, as well as how their heirs today continue this
reverence of place. In chapter 2, Hansen highlights how critically important women were, and are, in virtually all aspects of daily life. Hansen also
writes about the importance of children and how they learned the skills and
values linked to gender.
In chapter 3, Hansen gives an excellent overview of the cultural and
spiritual significance of the American bison. Gerard Baker (Hidatsa) provides a short, although informative, contribution on the centrality of the
buffalo in Mandan-Hidatsa ritual and daily life. Ch;1pter 4 focuses on the
traditional roles of men as providers and guardians of their family and tribe.
Hansen also highlights the relevance of spiritual guidance for men to succeed as hunters and warriors, while illustrating the sacred nature of certain
female activities.
Hansen is at her best in chapter 5, providing a powerful overview of the
immense hardships Plains Indians were forced to endure during the
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nineteenth century. After the near-complete destruction of the buffalo; the
devastating loss of life due to smallpox and other diseases; the forced removal from traditional lands; and the massacres at Sand Creek, the Washita,
and Wounded Knee, the "hoop of life" was broken. But the spirit of the
people remained intact. The Indians' remarkable resiliency is reflected in
the florescence of tribal arts produced during the early reservation period
(1880-1920). Art, Hansen notes, "became a means of establishing and maintaining cultural identities" (p. 243)' Arthur Amiotte (Lakota), whose essay
closes chapter five, echoes Hansen's point.
The book's concluding chapter addresses contemporary Plains Indians,
wherein the work of several present-day artists is showcased (e.g., Vanessa
Jennings and Kevin Red Star). The theme of resiliency continues here as
well. The final essay is a humorous, yet sobering, message authored by Bently
Spang (Cheyenne). Though some readers may disagree with his characterizations of collectors, the role of museums, and anthropologists, Spang's wit
serves well to unveil many wrongs of the past. It also shows that Indians are
not only still here, but that they are also quite skilled at using cyber space.
Hansen and her contributing authors have produced a volume of immense importance to scholars in a wide variety of disciplines. Each of the
chapters contains a wealth of quotations that brings a living voice to the
text. Color-enhanced historic photographs further add to the reader's ability
to connect the remarkable pieces featured in this book with the women and
men who made and used them. The true beneficiaries of the work that
Hansen and others invested in this book are Indian peoples today and their
children to come. The elders, after all, have much to teach us about beauty,
honor, and strength.
Michael H. Logan
University

of Tennessee

The Sausage Rebellion: Public Health, Private Enterprise, and Meat in Mexico
City, 1890-1917- By Jeffrey M. Pilcher. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2006. x + 245 pp. Halftones, line drawings, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8263-3796-2.)
In today's era of sharply increased concern about the noxious and unsustainable nature of our modern meat industry-both on health and environmental grounds- Jeffrey M. Pilcher's book on the early modernization of
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the meat business in Mexico is fascinating and important. Pilcher's concern lies not in the production of meat but in its provisioning to urban
consumers in Mexico City. In many ways, Pilcher's work is a study of the
classic transition to modernity: urban growth creates pressures to efficiently
feed larger numbers of nonproducers at the same time that scientific advances heighten pressure to increase the sanitation of food for urban consumers. But these elements are complicated by the efforts of interest groups
to defend their place in the meat supply chain when modernizing reforms
threaten their autonomy and livelihood. The basic dynamics of this transition have played out repeatedly across the globe.
The bare outlines of Mexico City's meat supply through the long nineteenth century ran generally as follows: Cattle bred in the near or far north
were brought by drovers to points close to the city, where "import" merchants purchased whole herds and moved the cattle (and hogs and sheep)
to municipal slaughterhouses. Freshly killed meat was then distributed to
local butchers on a daily basis. Pilcher traces three main stages of that history from the late colonial period to the early twentieth century. During the
first (colonial) phase of the long nineteenth century, the regime was structured by paternalistic municipal control over urban provisioning. When
independence-era opposition to Spanish mercantilism led to the abolition
of colonial guild monopolies, relative laissez faire dominated the urban meat
market through the end of the century. Pressures built, however, after the
1870S to introduce regulations that could ensure both supply and quality.
Repeated efforts to introduce new regulatory laws and build modern slaughterhouses foundered, however, on the shoals of poor planning, weak finances,
and the concerted opposition of vested interests. The revolutionary explosion of the 1910S would delay efforts to modernize Mexico City's meat supply for several decades longer.
.Pilcher provides a vivid picture of the meat and butcher industries with
careful attention to both the formal and informal aspects of the relevant
institutional arrangements. On the formal side, he carefully traces the structures, offices, and government regulations that gave shape to each interrelated piece of the business through the nineteenth century. On the informal
side, he offers a sensitive social portrait of the cultural place and social networks that shaped the experience of workers at each level.
The central story in this book is the failure of attempts to modernize
(that is, industrialize) Mexico City's meat supply practices during the political regime of Porfirio Dfaz, ruler of Mexico from 1876 to 1911. After several

312 -+

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 2

failed attempts between the mid-1890s and 1905, a new project headed by
John Wesley DeKay appeared to offer more promise. By 1908 DeKay's Mexican National Packing Company had built a state-of-the-art slaughter and
refrigeration facility in Uruapan, Michoacan, had taken over Mexico City's
municipal slaughterhouse at Peralvillo, and had opened a network of retail
shops throughout the city. In less than two years, however, this carefully
integrated business structure was on the verge of collapse.
The book's central accomplishment is to recreate, with careful attention
to the social, cultural, and material bases of human activity, the way in
which modernization played out in the meat industry through the long nineteenth century. Pilcher's book is a model of careful scholarship, of recreating a compelling narrative story, and of refreshingly clear analysis and prose.
As a result, the book opens a large window onto the interwoven and interdependent processes of social, economic, technological, and political change
in nineteenth-century Mexico. This book should appeal to both scholars
and undergraduates alike.
Edward Beatty
University of Notre Dame

In from the Cold: Latin America's New Encounter with the Cold War. Edited
by Gilbert M. Joseph and Daniela Spenser. (Durham, N.C.: Duke Univer-

sity Press, 2008. ix + 439 pp. Halftones, bibliography, index. $26,95 paper, ISBN
978-0-8223-4121-5. )
Do not be misled by the "new encounter" promised in the subtitle of
this co-edited volume. In from the Cold makes it abundantly clear that the
Cold War's violent aftershocks are ongoing in Latin America: they continue to register in the daily labors of forensic anthropologists and truth
commissions, as well as in an emerging body of historical and cultural
texts aimed at recovering collective memory. This volume does position
itself obliquely, however, toward a wave of "new Cold War studies" that
have relied extensively on declassified documents, only to reiterate preexisting assumptions about the bipolar struggle. As Gilbert M. Joseph explains in his lead essay, previous scholarship by New Left revisionists and
realists alike shares a "veritable obsession with first causes, with blame,
and with the motives and roles of U.S. policymakers ... [that has] only
until recently preempted other intellectual agendas for examining the Latin
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American Cold War" (p. 16). In contrast to the received models of diplomatic history, the essays featured in this volume pursue "new" agendas by
placing Latin American social actors at the center rather than the periphery of the struggle and adopting a "bottom-up" approach that illuminates
the Cold War's impact on everyday life, symbolic systems, expressive culture, and grassroots movements.
Among the volume's four sections, part 1 provides an overview of new
sources and approaches to the period. Thomas S. Blanton's survey of evidence that has survived repressive regimes is a powerful reminder that the
era's victims playa role in narrating history, even after death. Cuba, that
touchstone of the hemispheric Cold War, receives a fresh treatment in
part 2. Daniela Spenser reveals Cuba's significant influence over Soviet
policy toward Latin America in the wake of the missile crisis, and Piero
Gleijeses explores the nation's long-term commitment to antiracist liberation struggles in ~rica. In complementary fashion, Ariel C. Armony charts
the contours of a transnational anti-Communist movement in his essay
about Argentina's efforts to export the Dirty War to Central America. The
six essays presented in part 3 provide ground-level perspectives on the Latin
American Cold War, from the circulation of U.S.-produced mass media
to local movements around labor rights, gender and sexuality, and racial
equality. Several of these case studies underscore the failures and unanticipated effects of Cold War master narratives when put into practice
among their target populations. With four essays on Mexico and California, this section makes a strong contribution toward our understanding of
Mexico's delicate relationship with the United States, while gender serves
as a link between the section's two final essays, drawn from Brazil and
Guatemala, respectively.
Spenser's concluding remarks in part 4 grimly remind LIS that the Latin
American Cold War "impoverished the region even further" and had a devastating effect on human rights and popular democratic movements, but if
one reads for insight rather than plot, the new work showcased in this volume is indeed compelling (p. 394). In from the Cold demonstrates the extent to which Latin America's history became increasingly tied to that of the
United States during the Cold War, "with the Soviet Union alertly poised
in the background, ready to capitalize on opportunities that might arise" (p.

382). The collection serves as an excellent guide not only for understanding
the "specificity of Latin America in the global Cold War," but also for
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identifying points of continuity between the Cold War and the contemporary War on Terror (p. 391).
Claire Fox
The University oflowa

The Return of the Native: Indians and Myth-Making in Spanish America,
1810-193°. By Rebecca Earle. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2008.
vii + 367 pp. 25 halftones, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $84-95 cloth,
ISBN 978-0-8223-4063-8, $23.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8223-4084-3.)
This book studies how indigenous people were viewed, represented, and
incorporated into the idea of the nation by Spanish American political and
intellectual elites. In order to accomplish this ambitious task, and given the
fact that these "national memories" were not homogenous, Rebecca Earle
traces the "national genealogies" through different sources: patriotic poetry,
postage stamps, place names, Independence Day celebrations, museum
holdings, and romantic dramas. According to Earle, elite nationalists did
not have a "territorial vision"; instead, they sought to build a "cultural" space
that resided in "symbols, iconographies, and imaginings" (p. 10). Through
the analysis of a vast array of texts and cultural artifacts, the author sheds
light on one of the darkest issues in Latin America: the historical fissure
between the pre-Columbian era and the Indians living today in the region.
The book is further enriched by pictures, drawings, and paintings.
Studies that have explored similar topics have typically neglected how
the pre-Columbian era impacted national identity in Spanish America,
which is the key point that Earle brings to the forefront. At the same time,
Earle moves away from the typical national approach through a comparative examination of the cultural production of Argentina, Chile, Peru, Colombia, Guatemala, and Mexico. As Earle explains, Spanish American
Indians enabled insurgent ideologues to construct a national past that came
close to a metaphor or myth. But, as Creoles gave way to their vision of
nationalism, the appearance of pre-Columbian imagery within the state's
national iconography during the early years of independence was rapidly
replaced by images of Creole heroes, such as Simon Bolivar. Although the
symbolic elimination of pre-Columbian figures signaled a process of ideological homogenization of Spanish America, Earle elegantly argues that in
order to create a "national history," national elites-who saw themselves as
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"essentially Iberian" - had to incorporate the pre-Columbian past into their
newly emerging national heritage. Because these national histories represented the people of the pre-Columbian era as uncivilized, Earle points out
that such a reading of Spanish American history created a chasm between
the indigenous people that are alive today and their past.
In The Return ofthe Native we find a clever and detailed examination of
key components of Spanish American nationhood, such as ideology and
power, rather than a general narrative of chronological events. In addition
by taking into consideration the "indigenismo" movement that attempted
to bridge the chasm, Earle not only does justice to the genealogy of a political debate, but also shows how current this debate is.
Hector Jaimes
North Carolina State University

The Black Madonna in Latin America and Europe: Tradition and Transformation. By MaYgorzata Oleszkiewicz-Peralba. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 2007. xx + 226 pp. 15 duotones, 140 halftones, notes, bib-

liography, index. $34-95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8263-4102-0, $27.95 paper, ISBN 97 8-

0-826 3-410 3-7. )
What do Our Lady ofCzestochowa, Guadalupe, Aparecida, and lemanja
have in common? They all have dark skin for one thing. From an anthropological perspective they represent a syncretic weaving of popular Catholicism, local Native traditions, and cross-cultural encounters in places
where dynamic cultural fusion is occurring. Through research conducted
between 1996 and 2006 in Brazil, Cuba, Poland, and the United States,
MaYgorzata Oleszkiewicz-Peralba uncovers sociopolitical meanings generated by devotion to Black Madonnas. She does this through a richly
illustrated and innovative comparative analysis of the Black Madonna/
Great Mother Goddess figure found in Eastern European, Iberian, African,
and Amerindian cultures.
The author focuses each of the four chapters on a different geographical!
cultural area. She begins with East-Central Europe reaching back into the
Neolithic era through traditions encased in contemporary practices and tales,
especially in regard to Czestochowa as a political figure. She continues with
Mexico as she examines Guadalupe and her role in the creation of identity.
From here she goes to the Afro-Indo-European syncretism found in Brazil
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and the Caribbean where Catholic, Yoruba, and Amerindian elements combine to promote social justice. She ends with the appropriation and subversion of Guadalupe for local needs in the Mexican-American Southwest.
Of particular interest is her thesis that devotion to Black Madonnas evinces
a conceptual manifestation of the hybridization of cultures, termed syncretism. According to the author, sacred symbols, such as the Great Mother
Goddess, have been transformed during the Christianization process. In
this process, matriarchal beliefs are sustained and held in tension along
with religious practices and national identity. The Madonna as a symbol of
these takes various unexpected forms. Furthermore, this process is ongoing,
which results in cultural transformation and hybridity still taking place.
For readers of this journal, connections can be made to Our Lady of the
Rosary in Santa Fe, popularly called La Conquistadora, and the recent attempts to change her title to Our Lady of Conquering Love. A retablo (alter
piece) from 2005, titled "La Conquistadora!rhe Corn Maiden/Deni Spider
Woman" by Cristina Acosta, although not cited by the author, is an apt
example of the cultural transformation and hybridization taking place in
the Southwest that Oleszkiewicz-Peralba highlights.
The author's conclusions make sense for Catholics to some extent but
even among them, devotees to the Black Madonnas studied bring various
meanings to bear that can include the rejection ofhybridity. For example,
a particular Madonna is the symbol par excellence of what it means to be
authentically Mexican or Polish for some people. Nonetheless, the author shows adeptly that peoples as varied as those found in Eastern Europe and South America as well as the American Southwest have significant
commonalities. In this case, it is the dynamic transformation of culture
that can be seen in powerful symbols of the mother archetype such as the
Black Madonna. Thus I found the book intriguing, provocative, and well
worth reading.
Raul G6mez-Ruiz

Sacred Heart School ofTheology

Book Notes

New Mexico: An Illustrated History. By Patrick Lavin. (New York: Hippocrene

Books, 2008. xiii + 253 pp. 54 halftones, maps, glossary, notes, bibliography,
index. $14.95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-7818-1053-1.)

Caminos Distintos: Patrocinio Barela and Edward Gonzales in New Mexico.

By Rudolfo Anaya and Theresa Avila. (Albuquerque, N.Mex.: National Hispanic Cultural Center, 2008. 136 pp. 109 color plates, acknowledgments,
contributors. )
American Indian Places: A Historical Guidebook. Edited by Frances H.

Kennedy. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2008. xxiv + 311 pp. 34 halftones, maps, bibliography, index. $29.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-395-63336-6.)
Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture. Edited by
Gaston Espinosa and Mario T. Garda. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University
Press, 2008. 432 pp. 33 halftones, bibliography, index. $94.95 cloth, ISBN
978-0-8223-4098-0, $25.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8223-4119-2.)
Miniature Messages: The Semiotics and Politics of Latin American Postage
Stamps. By Jack Child. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2008. ix +

247 pp. 16 color plates, maps, tables, notes, index. $84.95 cloth,
8223-4179-6, $23.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8223-4199-4.)

ISBN

978-0-

Coloniality at Large: Latin America and the Postcolonial Debate. Edited by

Mabel Morana, Enrique D. Dussel, and Carlos A. Jauregui. Latin America
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Otherwise: Languages, Empires, Nations Series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2008. ix + 630 pp. Halftones, contributors, bibliography, index.

$99·95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8223-447-5, $34.95 paper, ISBN 978-o-8223-{169-7')

The Art of Being In-Between: Native Intermediaries, Indian Identity, and
Local Rule in Colonial Oaxaca. By Yanna Yannakakis. (Durham, N.C.: Duke
University Press, 2008. xxi + 290 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index.
h9·95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8223-4142-0, $22.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8223-4166-6.)
Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development. By Adrian H. Hearn.
(Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2008. vii + 220 pp. 20 halftones,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $79.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8223-4180-2, $22.95
paper, ISBN 978-0-8223-4196-3-)
Hans Staden's True History: An Account of Cannibal Captivity in Brazil.
Edited and translated by Neil L. Whitehead and Michael Harbsmeier.
The Cultures and Practice of Violence series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke
University Press, 2008. civ + 206 pp. 65 halftones, map, appendix, notes,
bibliography, index. $79.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8223-4213-7, $22.95 paper, ISBN

978-0-8223-4231-1. )

The Importance of Being Monogamous: Marriage and Nation Building in
Western Canada to 1915. By Sarah Carter. The West Unbound: Social and
Cultural Studies Series. (Edmonton: University of Alberta Press, 2008. xv +
383 pp. 26 halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 paper, ISBN 978-088864-490-9. )

